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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CUCKFIELD 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Health  Department, 

Oaklands, 

Tel.  No.  Haywards  Heath  1301  Haywards  Heath. 

October,  1961 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Urban  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1960. 

The  mid-year  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  was 
19,160,  an  increase  of  700  over  the  previous  year.  The  corrected  Birth  Rate 
fell  to  13.84  as  compared  with  15.59  the  previous  year.  The  Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  17.1.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  12.55  was 
higher  than  last  year,  but,  as  1 explained  in  the  preface  to  my  Annual  Report 
for  1959,  wide  fluctuations  are  to  be  expected  in  the  figure  for  infant  mortality 
when  a comparatively  small  population  is  under  review.  During  the  year 
there  were  three  infant  deaths  under  one  year,  one  more  than  last  year,  and 
all  occurred  during  the  first  week  of  life.  The  Still  Birth  Rate  of  16.46  was 
considerably  less  than  last  year  (27.88)  but  there  were  two  more  infant  deaths 
under  one  week  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  fall  in  the  Still  Birth 
Rate  more  than  compensated  for  this  increase  and  the  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 
fell  to  28.80.  This  trend  was  also  repeated,  to  a lesser  degree,  in  the  Mid- 
Sussex  area  where  the  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  fell  to  23.35  (23.70  in  1959). 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  amounted  to  270, 
only  5 more  than  last  year  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  estimated  increase  in 
population  during  the  year  was  700.  The  corrected  Death  Rate  for  the  year 
was  9.29.  An  analysis  of  the  main  causes  of  death  will  be  found  on  page  14 
of  this  report. 

During  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  due  to  cancer  and  the  present  figure  of  17.8  per  cent,  is  3 per  cent, 
higher  than  the  figure  recorded  in  1958.  This  may  be  due  to  an  increase  in 
the  proportion  of  people  in  the  district  who  have  reached  an  age  when  the 
incidence  of  cancer  is  greater  and  this  explanation  would  appear  to  be  sub- 
stantiated by  the  discrepancy  between,  the  crude  and  corrected  death  rates  as 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  In  the  corrected  death  rate  allowance  is 
made  for  any  unusual  age  and/or  sex  distribution  in  the  population  as  distinct 
from  the  actual  or  crude  death  rate 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  County  Medical  Officer  administers  this  scheme  and  my  Department 
co-operates  by  distributing  leaflets  and  forms  and  also  by  giving  information 
to  parents  on  request. 
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In  November,  1960,  the  Ministry  of  Health  announced  that  as  from  the 
1st  January,  1961,  family  doctors  would  be  able  to  vaccinate  those  aged  40  and 
over  who  were  not  covered  by  the  arrangements  for  the  priority  groups  and 
whom  in  their  view  required  this  protection.  It  was  emphasised  that  this 
arrangement  was  distinct  from  the  special  arrangements  (for  which  the  local 
health  authority  have  the  responsibility)  to  vaccinate  the  under  40s  and  the 
special  groups  such  as  expectant  mothers  and  people  particularly  exposed  to 
infection. 

Recalling  that  at  the  end  of  September,  1960,  in  Great  Britain  77.5  per  cent, 
of  children  under  18,  51.5  per  cent,  of  young  people  age  18  to  27  and  12.5 
per  cent,  of  those  over  27  and  under  40,  had  applied  for  vaccination,  a Ministry 
expert  commented  “ These  figures  show  that  the  proportion  of  the  population 
unprotected  is  still  far  too  high,  particularly  in  the  older  age  groups.  Every- 
one in  these  groups  who  has  not  yet  secured  protection  should  do  so  without 
delay.  For  all  people  under  40  and  the  people  in  special  groups  who  may  be 
over  that  age  vaccination  is  vitally  important.  Everyone  vaccinated  should 
make  sure  that  they  receive  their  third  injection,  which  is  important  if  the 
protection  given  by  the  first  two  injections  is  to  be  maintained.” 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures 
relating  to  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  in  East  Sussex.  Up  to  the 
end  of  December.  1960  (excluding  Hove  and  Portslade),  77.2  per  cent,  of  young 
persons  aged  6 months  to  17  years  had  received  a second  injection  against 
poliomyelitis.  Since  the  scheme  started  98,263  East  Sussex  residents  have 
received  a full  course  of  three  injections  against  poliomyelitis. 

In  April,  1961,  a further  extension  of  the  scheme  was  announced  when 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
recommended  that  a reinforcing  dose  should  be  offered  to  children  on  entering 
school  (normally  at  the  age  of  5)  and  to  other  children  already  at  school  who 
had  not  reached  the  age  of  12 — in  all  cases  the  reinforcing  dose  to  be  adminis- 
tered not  earlier  than  one  year  after  the  3rd  dose  but  as  soon  after  as  possible. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Attendance  of  Mobile  Clinic  at  Haywards  Heath  in  September,  1960 

In  August  I was  informed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  that  arrangements 
were  being  made,  in  conjunction  with  Messrs.  Pfizer  Ltd.,  to  send  a Mobile 
Clinic  to  Haywards  Heath  on  Thursday,  15th  September,  and  our  assistance 
was  sought  concerning  the  siting  of  the  vehicle.  Arrangements  were  made 
with  the  Surveyor  for  the  van  to  be  placed  in  Victoria  Park  (close  to  South 
Road)  between  10.30  a.m.  and  4 p.m.,  and  it  was  then  moved  to  the  Station 
yard,  where  it  remained  open  to  the  public  from  5 p.m.  to  7 p.m. 

The  attendance  at  the  Clinic  amounted  to  276  persons,  202  of  whom  were 
adults  or  young  persons  attending  for  a first  injection.  During  the  same  week 
the  Mobile  Clinic  also  visited  Polegate,  Seaford,  Newhaven,  Battle  and  Rye. 
In  the  county  as  a whole  a total  of  707  persons  attended  for  immunisation. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH 

AND  TETANUS 

In  1959  the  immunisation  index  for  children  under  5 in  England  and  Wales 
(i.e.,  the  percentage  of  children  in  that  age  group  who  had  ever  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria)  was  56.3  per  cent.  The  figure  for 
East  Sussex  for  the  same  age  group  was  86.6  per  cent.  (C.M.O.’s  Report  1959) 
and  the  percentage  of  all  children  immunised  before  leaving  school  was  84.5 
per  cent. — 4 per  cent,  higher  than  in  1958. 
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The  Annual  Return  for  the  Urban  District  of  Cuckfield,  showing  separate 
figures  for  children  immunised  during  the  last  five  years  and  for  children 
immunised  more  than  five  years  ago,  is  given  below. 


Age  on  31. 12.60 
(i.e.,  born  in  year ) 

Under  1 
1960 

1-4 

1956-1959 

5-9 

1951-1955 

10-14 

1946-1950 

Under  15 
Total 

A.  Number  of  chil- 
dren whose  last 
course  (primary  or 
booster)  was  com- 
pleted in  the  period 
1956-1960  . . 

123 

894 

1057 

1613 

3687 

B.  Number  of  chil- 
fren  whose  last 
course  (primary  or 
booster)  was  com- 
pleted in  the  period 
1955  or  earlier 

271 

454 

725 

INJECTIONS 


The  total  number  of  injections  given  by  your  Medical  Officer  during 
the  year  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 


C.R.D.C. 

C.U.D.C. 

B.H.U.D.C. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

T.A.F 

579 

983 

539 

Combined  (W.D.P.) 

26 

— 

— 

Trivax  (Triple)  . . 

154 

78 

303 

Tetanus  . . 

— 

10 

2 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

— 

1 

6 

Schick  Test 

— 

— 

1 

759 

1072 

851 

Others: 

Poliomyelitis  (L.A.  Staff) 

20 

12 

— 

Smallpox  

1 

7 

Mantoux  Test  . . 

— 

1 



Influenza  (C.U.D.C.  Staff) 

— 

95 

— 

780 

1187 

851 

Cuckfield  Rural  District 

Cuckfield  Urban  District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban  District 

Total 

780 

1187 

851 

2818 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

One  hundred-and-two  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year  compared  with  a figure  of  520  for  the  previous  year  and  of  the  total 
notifications  received  only  9 were  attributed  to  measles.  Last  year  435  cases 
of  measles  were  notified. 

DYSENTERY 

Forty-one  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  Twenty-eight 
were  due  to  infection  with  Shigella  Sonnei  and  the  remaining  thirteen  cases 
were  caused  by  Shigella  fiexneri. 

The  latter  all  occurred  in  a large  residential  institution  in  the  Urban  District 
where  Flexner  dysentery  has  been  endemic  for  many  years. 

The  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery,  which  occurred  in  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year,  may  be  considered  as  the  major  part  of  a more  widespread 
outbreak  which  involved  an  additional  16  cases  in  the  Rural  District.  It  began 
in  the  Urban  District  in  the  spring  when  a family  doctor  notified  the  Health 
Department  that  a young  master  at  a private  school  was  suffering  from  Sonne 
dysentery.  I visited  the  school  and  took  immediate  steps  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection.  The  headmaster  was  asked  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses 
of  boys  who  were  absent  from  school  and,  on  making  inquiries  at  their  homes, 
two  more  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery  were  discovered.  A few  days  after  my 
visit  another  member  of  the  teaching  staff  became  ill  with  dysentery  but  no 
further  cases  occurred  amongst  the  pupils.  Of  the  remaining  cases  only  three 
gave  cause  for  concern.  The  first  case  was  a woman  who  had  been  employed 
at  a large  food  shop  in  the  Urban  District  and  it  was  necessary  to  exclude  her 
from  work  until  three  consecutive  negative  stool  specimens  had  been  obtained. 
Specimens  were  taken  from  nine  other  persons  employed  in  the  shop  and  the 
results  were  negative  in  each  case.  The  second  case,  a cook-housekeeper,  was 
employed  at  a dairy  farm  where  she  was  occasionally  required  to  assist  with  the 
milking.  Arrangements  were  made  for  another  person  to  take  over  this  work 
until  three  negative  faecal  specimens  had  been  obtained.  The  third  case,  a 
married  woman  of  54,  was  employed  as  a cook  at  a local  hospital  and  it  was 
necessary  to  obtain  specimens  from  other  members  of  the  kitchen  staff  in  order 
to  exclude  the  possibility  of  a “ carrier.”  On  obtaining  a series  of  consecutive 
negative  specimens  the  woman  was  allowed  to  return  to  work. 

Towards  the  end  of  May  the  head  teachers  of  all  the  primary  schools  in 
the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  were  warned  by  letter  of  the  presence  of  Sonne 
dysentery  in  the  area  and  they  were  asked  to  impress  upon  their  pupils  the  need 
for  high  standards  of  hand  hygiene. 

It  is  customary  to  obtain  at  least  three  negative  specimens  before  allowing 
the  return  to  work  of  persons  employed  in  the  catering  trade,  nursing,  etc. 
In  the  case  of  schoolchildren  it  would  obviously  be  desirable  to  apply  the  same 
rule,  but  this  would  often  result  in  the  disruption  of  school  work  and  a child 
might  easily  be  kept  at  home  for  many  weeks  before  three  consecutive  negative 
specimens  were  obtained.  In  the  Districts  under  my  supervision  I am  prepared 
to  allow  a child  to  return  to  school,  subject  to  certain  conditions  (even  though 
positive),  provided  that  the  child  has  been  symptomless  for  at  least  a week  and 
the  family  doctor  is  in  agreement. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Only  two  of  the  cases  of  food  poisoning  which  were  notified  during  the 
year  were  actually  confirmed  in  the  laboratory  and  both  were  due  to  Salmonella 
typhimurium.  Detailed  inquiries  were  made  by  the  Senior  Public  Health 
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Inspector  in  connection  with  these  cases.  In  one  of  the  incidents,  involving 
a middle-aged  woman,  faecal  specimens  were  obtained  from  four  other  members 
of  the  family  including  the  dog,  but  unfortunately  our  suspicions  concerning 
this  animal,  which  was  old  and  in  poor  health,  were  not  confirmed  by  the 
laboratory. 

Epidemic  Gastro-enteritis  in  children  attending  a private  school 

In  January  much  time  was  spent  in  the  investigation  of  a small  outbreak  of 
sickness  and  diarrhoea  in  a private  school  in  the  Urban  District.  Although 
many  faecal  specimens  were  obtained  from  ihe  affected  children  no  pathogenic 
bacteria  were  isolated,  and  it  was  assumed  that  the  infection  was  probably  due 
to  a virus.  This  type  of  illness,  which  is  commonly  known  as  “ winter  vomit- 
ing,” rarely  lasts  longer  than  48  hours  and  is  not  notifiable. 

The  investigation  of  this  small  outbreak  presented  an  opportunity  for 
suggesting  improvements  in  the  cloakroom  facilities  at  the  school.  Roller 
towels  are  a potential  source  of  infection,  particularly  in  schools,  and  their 
use  either  in  the  home  or  in  institutions  is  to  be  deprecated. 

Later  in  the  year  a similar  outbreak  occurred  at  one  of  the  older  primary 
schools  in  the  district.  The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I visited  the 
school  and  suggested  to  the  headmaster  that  a disinfectant  rinse  should  be 
provided  in  the  junior  washrooms  for  a few  weeks.  The  County  Medical 
Officer  was  also  approached  regarding  the  replacement  of  the  existing  roller 
towels  with  paper  towel  dispensers. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  ANTHRAX  IN  MAN 

During  the  year  Circular  24/60  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
concerning  the  above.  This  circular  stated  that  as  from  1st  December,  I960, 
the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations  would  be  amended  to 
provide  for  the  notification  by  Medical  Practitioners  of  all  cases  of  Anthrax — 
notification  to  be  made  in  the  usual  way  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Until  notice  of  this  amendment  was  received  medical  practitioners  had 
already  been  required  under  Section  66  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  to  notify 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  of  cases  of  anthrax  occurring  in  industry. 

The  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  Anthrax,  which  was  appointed  by  the 
Minister  of  Labour  and  National  Service  in  1957,  published  its  Report  in 
November,  1959.  The  Committee  considered  that  the  practical  advantages 
of  notification  of  anthrax  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  would  be  as  fol- 
lows : — 

(1)  There  would  be  an  increased  awareness  among  general  practitioners  of 
the  possibility  of  cases  of  anthrax  occurring. 

(2)  The  general  practitioners  would  be  more  likely  to  turn  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  help  and  guidance  on  where  to  send  cases  for  a 
second  opinion  or  treatment. 

(3)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  be  empowered  to  investigate  the 
source  of  infection  and  take  any  necessary  action  in  cases  occurring 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Factories  Acts  where  at  present  no  one  has  this 
responsibility. 

The  Committee  of  Inquiry  were,  however,  most  concerned  to  ensure  that 
the  existing  obligation  of  medical  practitioners  to  notify  anthrax  under  the 
Factories  Acts  should  not  be  overlooked  as  the  result  of  new  arrangements  for 
its  notification  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1936. 


7 


On  receiving  notification  of  the  Ministry’s  decision  copies  of  Circular  24/60 
were  distributed  to  all  General  Practitioners  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area  together 
with  an  explanatory  letter. 

In  the  Mid-Sussex  area  those  persons  whose  work  brings  them  into  contact 
with  animals,  particularly  cattle,  sheep,  pigs  and  goats  (agricultural  workers 
and  slaughtermen),  would  seem  to  be  at  greatest  risk  and  if  anthrax  were  to  be 
acquired  by  such  persons  one  would  anticipate  that  it  would  be  most  likely 
to  present  as  a skin  condition,  i.e.,  malignant  pustule  (“  Hide  Porters  Disease  ”). 

In  1959  anthrax  was  confirmed  in  an  animal  on  a farm  near  West  Hoathly 
(Annual  Report  C.R.D.C.  1959).  The  employees  who  had  been  in  contact 
with  the  animal  were  referred  to  their  family  doctor  for  a prophylactic  course 
of  penicillin. 

IMMUNISATION  OF  COUNCIL  S STAFF  AGAINST  INFLUENZA 

In  November  I reported  to  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  in 
the  following  terms: 

“ Although  the  experts  report  that  so  far  there  have  been  no  signs 
to  suggest  that  a heavy  outbreak  of  influenza  is  on  the  way,  there  having 
been  no  epidemic  in  the  southern  hemisphere  during  its  recent  winter  (our 
summer)  it  is  a growing  practice  in  large  organisations — industrial  con- 
cerns, local  authorities,  etc.,  to  offer  immunisation  against  influenza  each 
year  to  members  of  the  staff. 

“ Immunisation  against  influenza  can  be  a helpful  prophylactic,  since 
it  is  said  to  reduce  the  chance  of  getting  the  disease  by  about  two-thirds. 
Immunity  offered  by  immunisation  does  not  extend  to  respiratory  infections 
caused  by  non-influenzal  viruses. 

“ The  cost  of  immunisation  (one  injection)  per  person  is  6s.  I have 
discussed  this  matter  with  the  Surveyor  and  suggest  that,  if  the  Committee 
is  in  agreement,  immunisation  be  offered  to  all  outside  staff. 

“ In  conclusion,  I would  point  out  that  immunisation  would  be  more 
than  justified  if  two  “ man  weeks  ” (at  the  full  rate  of  pay)  could  be  averted 
by  immunisation.  The  total  cost  of  immunising  60  persons  would  be 
about  £18.” 

I am  glad  to  say  that  the  Committee  accepted  my  recommendation  and 
suggested  that  the  scheme  should  include  both  “ inside  ” and  “ outside  ” staff. 
Before  Christmas,  1960,  ninety-five  members  of  the  staff  were  immunised 
against  influenza  out  of  a total  of  133 — approximately  70  per  cent. 

The  somewhat  optimistic  forecasts  of  the  experts  concerning  the  prospects 
of  an  influenza  epidemic  in  early  1961  were  not  entirely  justified.  In  January 
the  incidence  of  “ influenza-like  ” illness  began  to  rise,  and  by  early  February 
the  manager  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National 
Insurance  informed  me  lhat  claims  for  sickness  benefit  had  increased  by  270 
per  cent.  In  mid-February  I learned  from  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Brighton,  that  influenza  virus  (modified  Asian  type)  had  been 
isolated  from  a case  in  the  Brighton  area.  At  about  this  time  the  maximum 
number  of  deaths,  1,393,  due  to  influenza  (including  influenzal  pneumonia) 
in  England  and  Wales  was  reported  by  the  Registrar  General  and  15  of  these 
occurred  in  East  Sussex.  The  claims  for  sickness  benefit  in  Mid-Sussex  had 
then  increased  by  approximately  300  per  cent,  and  in  70  per  cent,  of  these 
claims  the  reason  for  absence  from  work  was  attributed  to  influenza.  The 
epidemic  was,  on  the  whole,  short  and  sharp  and  fairly  mild  in  character. 

Out  of  a total  of  133  persons  employed  by  the  Cuckfield  U.D.C.  (70  per 
cent,  of  whom  had  been  immunised)  there  were  4 cases  of  influenza,  giving  a 
case  rate  of  3 per  cent. 
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In  a neighbouring  authority,  which  did  not  take  part  in  the  influenza 
immunisation  scheme,  approximately  ten  members  of  the  staff  were  absent 
from  work  due  to  influenza  out  of  a total  of  108— a case  rate  of  9.26  per  cent. 
Three  members  of  the  staff  had  been  immunised  under  private  arrangements. 

It  would,  of  course,  be  most  unwise  to  attempt  an  assessment  of  the 
value  of  immunisation  on  the  basis  of  the  foregoing  figures  but  they  are  in 
my  opinion  sufficiently  encouraging  to  merit  a continuation  of  the  scheme  for 
a few  years  and  at  the  end  of  this  period  it  may  be  possible  to  come  to  some 
definite  conclusions. 

Influenza  immunisation  is  not  generally  available  under  the  Health  Service 
and  up  to  the  present  time  the  Ministry  has  recommended  that  its  use  in  general 
practice  should  be  restricted  to  people  at  special  risk  because  of  bronchitis, 
heart  disease  or  diabetes,  etc. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

Section  47.  This  Section  provides  for  the  compulsory  removal  from 
their  homes  of  elderly,  infirm  or  incapacitated  persons  who  are  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention.  Such  persons  are  often  living  on  their  own  under 
poor  and  insanitary  conditions  and  although  it  was  not  necessary  to  take 
formal  action  under  this  Section,  several  cases  were  investigated  during  the  year. 

HOUSING 

The  Council’s  Five  Year  Slum  Clearance  Programme  originally  comprised 
thirty-three  houses,  five  of  which  remain  occupied  and  have  not  been  represented 
to  the  Council.  Since  the  original  programme  a further  eight  houses  have 
been  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation.  Three  of  the  latter  are  still  occupied, 
one  is  used  as  business  premises,  one  has  been  demolished,  one  is  at  present 
vacant  and  two  have  been  made  fit. 


Mr.  C.  A.  C.  Ford,  Housing  Manager,  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
report  on  the  Council’s  housing  activities  for  the  year. 

The  past  year  saw  the  number  of  post-war  dwellings  increased  by  another 
33  units  to  609.  Including  67  prefabricated  bungalows  and  365  pre-war  dwell- 
ings the  number  of  properties  erected  on  the  Housing  Estates  now  totals  1,041. 

The  new  dwellings  completed  during  1960  were  as  follows: — 


Haywards  Heath 

North  Road  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Pilgrim  Court  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Cuckfield 

Glebe  Road  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

33 

The  types  of  dwelling  erected  comprised : — 

Houses  with  three  bedrooms  . . . . . . 18 

Houses  with  four  bedrooms  . . . . . . 2 

Bedsitting-room  flats  . . . . . . . . 10 

Bedsitting-room  bungalows  . . . . . . 3 


33 
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The  bedsitting-room  flats  and  bungalows  erected  during  the  year  completed 
outstanding  schemes  for  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  elderly  persons 
and  in  several  instances,  by  transfer  of  tenants,  larger  houses  which  had  become 
under-occupied  were  made  available  for  further  use  by  families.  The  twenty 
houses  built  at  North  Road,  Haywards  Heath,  which  included  two  4-bedroomed 
and  two  6-person  3-bedroomed  houses  also  enabled  the  Council  by  transfers 
to  relieve  overcrowding  which  existed  in  a number  of  smaller  Council  houses. 

In  addition  to  meeting  the  needs  of  housing  applicants  by  the  erection 
of  further  dwellings,  cases  were  assisted  as  a result  of  25  vacancies  which  occurred 
during  the  year  in  existing  properties. 

The  system  of  offering  to  tenants  more  suitable  accommodation  by  trans- 
fers as  described  earlier  in  respect  of  new  properties  was  also  carried  out  as 
opportunity  permitted  in  the  matter  of  vacancies  and  altogether  41  transfers 
were  made  during  the  year  which  overcame  a considerable  amount  of  under- 
occupation and  overcrowding  of  Council  houses. 

Sixty-two  new  applications  were  registered  during  the  year  and  8 cases 
reinstated.  Thirty  cases  were  deleted,  the  applicants  presumably  having  found 
accommodation  privately.  Allowing  for  the  removal  of  48  names  as  a result 
of  the  offer  of  accommodation  by  the  Council,  the  Waiting  List  showed  a slight 
reduction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Works  under  Improvement  Grant  aid  for  the  provision  of  separate  bath- 
rooms in  pre-war  houses  in  Bentswood  Road,  Haywards  Heath,  carried  out  in 
the  previous  year  in  one  house  as  an  experiment  and  for  tenants  to  comment 
upon  has  been  extended  during  the  year  and  a further  31  houses  improved  by 
this  means.  Eight  houses  in  Bentswood  Crescent  which  were  without  hot 
water  systems  now  have  this  facility  as  a result  again  of  Improvement  Grant 
assistance,  and  thus  no  Council  house  to-day  is  without  a hot-water  system. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  is  only  one  public  swimming  pool  in  the  Urban  District.  It  is 
privately  owned.  Mains  water  is  used  for  filling  at  the  beginning  of  the  season 
and  is  changed  from  time  to  time  during  the  summer  months.  The  water  at 
the  pool  is  treated  by  pressure  filters , aeration  and  chlorination.  All  the  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  private  schools  and  a secondary  modern 
school  have  open-air  swimming  pools  in  their  grounds.  All  were  supervised 
throughout  the  bathing  season. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

(i)  The  water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the 
Mid-Sussex  Water  Company.  This  was  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Monthly  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis,  and  all  were 
reported  as  being  satisfactory.  - 

(ii)  The  Company  carried  out  monthly  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
raw  water.  The  water  was  chlorinated  after  filtration. 

(iii)  The  supply  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  There  was  no  evidence  of  the  supply  being  contaminated. 

(v)  Every  house  in  the  district  is  provided  with  a piped  supply  direct 
to  the  house. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Several  talks  were  given  during  the  year  to  schools  and  various  local  organ- 
isations, including 

Haywards  Heath  County  Secondary  School, 

Soroptimists  Club, 

Red  Cross  (Men’s  Detachment). 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

During  the  year  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  for  the  following 


authorities : — 

Cuckfield  Rural  District  . . . . . . . . 9 

Cuckfield  Urban  District  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Burgess  Hill  Urban  District  . . . . . . 8 

East  Sussex  County  Council  ..  ..  ..  15 

Mid-Sussex  Water  Company  . . . . . . 5 


1 would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Staynes,  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  his  help  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  for 
the  particulars  which  he  has  supplied  for  this  report.  I also  wish  to  record 
my  appreciation  to  other  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  support  during 
the  year,  particularly  Miss  Everson,  my  Secretary. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Council  for  1 heir  support  and  also  the  officers  and  staff  in  other  departments 
for  their  help  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  M.  RICHARDSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ..  ..  D.  M.  Richardson,  m.r.c.s.,  eng., 


L.R.C.P.,  LOND.,  D.P.H.,  ENG. 

{Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Rural  and  Burgess  Hill 
Urban  Districts  and  School  Medical  Officer  to  East  Sussex  County  Council ) 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

Secretary  to  the  M.O.H. 

Clerks  to  the  M.O.H. 

Clerk  to  the  S.P.H.I. 


R.  Staynes,  f.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 

Certified  Meat  Inspector 
J.  D.  Leeson,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Certified  Meat  Inspector 
Miss  G.  L.  Everson 
Miss  B.  P.  Rackham 
Miss  W.  M.  Avery 
Miss  D.  M.  Abbott 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Summary  of  Statistics  for  the  years : 


1958 

1959 

1960 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  . . 

3,912 

3,912 

3,912 

Population  estimated  to 

middle  of  year 

18,010 

18,460 

19,160 

Rateable  Value 

£285,041 

£326,004 

£350,212 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny 

Rate 

£1,152  10s.  3d. 

£1,213  8s.  6d. 

£1,309  16s.  5d 

Density  of  Population  (per- 

sons  per  acre) 

4.60 

4.71 

4.90 

Number  of  Houses  . . 

5,339 

5,854 

6,180 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  popula- 

tion 

15.98 

15.59 

13.84 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  popu- 

lation 

9.25 

7.89 

9.29 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

16.39 

8.19 

12.55 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate 

133 

93  226 

Illegitimate 

. . 

8 

5 13 

Total  Live  Births 

141 

98  239 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (crude). . 12.47 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (corrected)  13.84 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  . . . . 5.44 


Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Still  Births 

2 

2 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births)  . . 

16.46 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

143 

100 

243 

Infant  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  . , .. 

2 

1 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: — 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

, , • 

, , 

12.55 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

• • 

8.85 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

. . 

76.92 

12 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 
1 1 2 

1 - 1 


Total 


2 1 3 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

Legitimate  . . . . 

Illegitimate 


12.55 

Male  Female  Total 
1 1 2 

1 - 1 


Total 


2 


1 


3 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  . . 12.55 

Perinatal  Mortality  Male  Female  Total 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  under  1 week  . . . . 4 3 7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
(a)  Cuckfield  Urban  . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.80 

\b)  Mid-Sussex  Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.35 


Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Deaths  Male  Female 

All  Causes  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  117  153 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude) 

Deal  h Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  (corrected) 


Nil 

0.00 

Total 

270 

14.09 

9.29 


MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  CUCKFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


(i)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system 

(Coronary  disease)  . . 

1959 

1960 

109  (41.1%) 

55  (20.7%) 

118(43.7%) 

52  (19.3%) 

(ii)  Cancer  (all  sites) 

(Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus) 

43(16.2%) 

8 (3.01  %) 

48(17.8%) 

12  (4.4%) 

(iii)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system . . 

37(10.2%) 

41  (15.2%) 

(iv)  Respiratory  diseases  (including  tuber- 
culosis) 

(Respiratory  tuberculosis)  . . 

41  (15.4%) 

3 (U%) 

35  (12.1%) 
Nil 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

1.  Atelectasis  (prematurity.  Spina  bifida — lumbar  region)  ..  4 hours 

2.  Respiratory  Failure  (Atelectasis,  prematurity)  . . . . . , 9 hours 

3.  Pulmonary  Atelectasis  (Caesarian  Section)  . . . . . . 1 day 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Males 

Females 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 





3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

. . — 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

. . — 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

. . — 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 



9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

_ 



10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

11 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

. . — 

7 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

. . — 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

15 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 



16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

27 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

30 

22 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

7 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

14 

30 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

8 

22. 

Influenza 

— 



23. 

Pneumonia 

.’  4 

10 

24. 

Bronchitis 

14 

2 

25. 

Other  disease  of  the  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

. . — 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

9 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

— 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

Totals 

..  117 

153 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities 

All  milk  and  water  samples,  infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  speci- 

mens  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Brighton.  Medical  prac- 

titioners  send  the  specimens  direct  to  the  Laboratory,  and  they  receive  the 

reports  by  telephone,  a copy  of  such  reports  being  sent  to  this  office. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson,  Medical  Director,  for  his  informa- 
tive reports  and  helpful  advice  on  many  occasions. 


Ambulance  Facilities 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  now  removed  by  one  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society’s  ambulances  stationed  at  Haywards  Heath  Ambulance  Station, 
Bridge  Road,  Haywards  Heath. 
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Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 

Twenty-six  beds  are  available  at  the  Goddards  Green  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  twelve  of  these  beds  are  in  a cubicle 
block  and  the  other  fourteen  in  a block  consisting  of  two  main  wards  and  side 
wards. 

A table  on  page  21  gives  particulars  of  admissions  during  the  year. 

Smallpox 

The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  state  that  cases  of 
smallpox  occurring  in  this  district  should  be  sent  to  the  River  Hospitals  (Long 
Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 
Infant  Welfare  Centres: 


Cuckfield 

Congregational  Church 
Hall 

2nd  Friday 

Dr.  each  session 

Haywards  Heath  . . 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands 

Haywards  Heath 

2nd  Tuesday 

1st,  3rd  and  4th  Friday 
(Toddlers  only  2nd  Tuesday 
and  4th  Friday) 

Dr.  2nd  Tuesday,  3rd  and  4th 
Friday 

Bentswood 

Presentation  Church 
Hall 

New  England  Road 
Haywards  Heath 

1st  and  3rd  Monday 

Dr.  on  1st  Monday 

Lindfield 

Congregational  Hall 
High  Street 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 

Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 

Clinics: 

Diphtheria 
Immunisation  . . 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands 

Haywards  Heath 

2nd  Friday  2.30-3.30  p.m. 

Chest 

Haywards  Heath 
Hospital 

Every  Thursday  9.30  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Cuckfield  Hospital 

Thursdays  2 p.m. 

Diagnostic 

Orthopaedic 

B.R.C.S.  Centre 
Paddockhall  Road 
Haywards  Heath 

Tuesday  9 a.m. -12.30  p.m. 
Wednesday  9 a.m. -12. 30  p.m. 
Friday  9 a.m. -12. 30  p.m. 
2-4.30  p.m. 

Dr.  attends  2nd  Thursday 
2-4.30  p.m. 

Speech  Therapy  . . 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands 

Haywards  Heath 

Wednesday  10  a.m. 

Friday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 

Mill  Road 

Burgess  Hill 

Wednesday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 
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Eye  Refractions 
(Schoolchildren) 


Minor  Ailments 


Child  Guidance 


Dental 


School  Clinic 


^Family  Planning 


*Sub-Fertility 


Venereal  Diseases 


* These  Clinics 


Haywards  Heath 
Hospital 

Sussex  Street  Clinic 
Brighton 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

East  Grinstead: 

Moat  Road 

Lewes : 

Castlegate  House 
Hove: 

33  Clarendon  Villas 


Burgess  Hill: 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Mill  Road 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands 
Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands 
Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands 
Haywards  Heath 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic 
Oaklands 
Haywards  Heath 


By  appointment 
By  appointment 


As  required 


Every  Friday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Every  Wednesday  10  a.m. 
(by  appointment) 

Tuesday  10  a.m. 

Thursday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Every  Friday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 


By  appointment 


Dr.  Waugh 
(by  appointment) 


2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
2 p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 

1st  Wednesday  2.15  p.m. 
Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 


Facilities  are  available  at  Royal  Sussex  County  Hos- 
pital, Brighton 


Men  . . . . Monday 

Wednesday . . 
Thursday  . . 
Women  and  Tuesday 
Children  . . Thursday  . . 

Saturday 

New  cases  must  attend  at  least 
Clinic  closes 


4.30  p.m. -8  p.m. 

9.30  a.m.-l  p.m. 

1.30  p.m. -4.30  p.m. 

1.30  p.m.-4.30  p.m. 

10  a.m.-l  p.m. 

9.30  a.m.-l  1.30  a.m. 
one  hour  before  the 


are  provided  by  the  Family  Planning  Association 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1946-1960 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS,  1939-60 
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TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1960 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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41 
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31 
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<N 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals 
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GODDARDS  GREEN  HOSPITAL 


I am  indebted  to  the  Matron,  Miss  J.  M.  Reid,  for  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  cases  admitted  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Cuckfield  Rural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

District 

Other  Districts 

Total 

Dysentery 

5 

_ 

1 

6 

Gastro-Enteritis 

2 

2 

■ — 

- - 

4 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Infective  Jaundice  . . 

1 

— 

- 

1 

2 

Catarrhal  Jaundice  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Infection  . . 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

2 

1 

- 

11 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

- 

- 

• - 

2 

Mumps 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10 

Chickenpox  . . 

2 

1 

- 

2 

5 

Rubella  . . . . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

1 

-r 

3 

Duodenal  Ulcer 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Tonsillitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Throat  Infection 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Laryngitis  and  Carbuncle  on  Neck 

— 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Phlebitis  and  Cellulitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cellulitis  following  Mastectomy  . . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Infected  Herpes 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Scabies 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Observation  Glandular  Fever 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

Drug  Rash  . . 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cardiac  Failure 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis.. 

2 

1 

2 

6 

11 

Total 

38 

9 

9 

19 

75 

The  Cubicle  Block  allowed  twenty-four  different  diseases,  observation  cases 
or  diseases  with  complications,  to  be  dealt  with. 


21 


CASES  ADMITTED  TO  FOREDOWN  HOSPITAL 


Disease 

C.R.  District 

C.U.  District. 

B.H.U.  District 

Total 

Virus  Infection 

1 



1 

Observation  Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Ulcerative  Colitis  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Observation  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough  and  Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

6 

3 

4 

13 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  sanitary  supervision  of  the  area  is  now  mainly  a matter  of  routine  to 
maintain  the  standards  achieved  and,  where  possible,  secure  advancement. 
Emphasis  continues  to  be  given  to  food  production,  distribution  and  handling 
generally. 

Below  is  a list  of  visits  made  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Rodent 
Operative : — 

INSPECTIONS 


Public  Health  Act — Housing 

278 

Housing  Act 

167 

Improvement  Grants 

1,268 

Rent  Act 

6 

Voluntary  Work 

31 

Food  Premises: 

Bakehouses 

63 

Bakers’  Shops 

19 

Butchers 

111 

Fishmongers 

62 

Grocers,  General  Stores 

..  248 

Greengrocers 

114 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

24 

Confectioners 

64 

Restaurant  Kitchens. . 

101 

Dairies,  Milk  Shops 

82 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

81 

Kiosks 

7 

Vans  and  Stalls 

36 

— 

1,012 

Public  Houses 

17 

Public  Health  Act — Other  Premises 

87 

Factories  Act 

48 

,,  Building  Sites 

31 

,,  Outworkers 

15 

Shops  Act  . . 

77 

*Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

1,205 

Clean  Air  Act 

5 

Heating  Appliances  Act 

2 

Pet  Animals  Act  . . 

18 

Agriculture  (Health,  Safety  and  Welfare)  Act  . . 

27 

Food  Condemnations 

47 

Cattle  Market  

13 

Caravans 

5 

Infectious  Diseases 

24 

Food  Poisoning  and  Dysentery,  etc. 

402 

*Disinfections 

3 

*Disinfestations 

163 

Schools 

8 

Refuse  Tip 

4 

Public  Conveniences 

18 

Miscellaneous 

92 

5,073 

*These  figures  include  visits  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operative. 
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COMPLAINTS 

Two-hundrcd-and-ninely  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with: — 

Rats  and  Mice  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  194 

Nuisances  from  Drains  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 

Offensive  Smells  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Housing  Defects  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Insect  Pests  (Wasps  50,  Flies  5,  Bees  4,  Beetles  3, 

Ants  3,  Woodworm  1,  Fleas  1,  Cockroaches  1)  68 

Rubbish  . . . . , . . . . . . . 1 

Water  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Smoke  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

290 

The  number  of  complaints  of  insect  pests  was  considerably  less  than  in 
previous  years  and  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  complaints  of  wasps’ 
nests  are  now  referred  to  a nurseryman  and  not  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s 
employee. 


STATUTORY  NOTICES 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  24 

Two  Notices  of  Intention  to  open  up  and  examine  a public  sewer  were 
served.  The  sewer  was  found  to  have  been  damaged  by  a public  utility  com- 
pany, who  agreed  to  pay  the  cost  of  making  good. 


PRELIMINARY  NOTICES 


Notices 

Out- 

standing 

at 

1.1.60 

Notices 

Served 

during 

1960 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

during 

1960 

Notices  Outstand- 
ing at  31.12.60 

Served 
prior  to 
1960 

Served 

during 

1960 

Public  Health  Act 

3 

34 

31 



6 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  . . 

13 

42 

40 

3 

12 

Housing  Act 

23 

55 

59 

- 

19 

Factories  Act 

2 

2 

3 

1 

- 

Shops  Act 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Pests  Act 

— 

5 

4 

1 

Totals 

42 

138 

138 

4 

38 

Voluntary  Works  Supervised — 10 
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HOUSING 


1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  . . . . 140 

( b ) Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  ..  1,750 

(2)  ( a ) Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ..  77 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . 77 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

and  represented  under  the  Housing  Act  . . . . . . . . 3 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . 78 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice: — 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 

3.  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  1960: — 

(1)  State  aided: — 

(а)  By  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 

(б)  By  Public  Utility  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(2)  Without  State  aid  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  281 


RENT  ACT,  1957 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 

One  application  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received  and  an  under- 
taking was  given  by  the  landlord  to  remedy  the  defects  specified  thereon. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

In  spite  of  considerable  reference  over  the  years  to  Improvement  Grants 
in  the  national  press  and  other  forms  of  propaganda  it  is  perhaps  surprising  to 
find  many  people  are  still  unaware  of  them. 

During  the  year  there  were  many  enquiries  at  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
office  about  Grants  and  some  40  houses  were  visited  in  addition  to  those  in 
respect  of  which  formal  applications  were  received. 

Of  the  30  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants,  27  were  approved  and  3 
refused,  and  of  the  11  applications  for  Standard  Grants  10  were  approved  and 
1 refused. 

Frequent  visits  to  works  in  progress  were  made  to  epsure  a high  standard 
of  workmanship  at  the  46  houses  where  grant  aided  improvements  were  carried 
out  during  the  year. 

There  remain  far  too  many  houses  lacking  the  essentials  of  reasonable 
living  which,  without  modernisation,  must  prove  eventually  a wastage  of  the 
country’s  economy,  to  avoid  which  it  might  be  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  fix  a compulsory  standard  of  fitness  similar  to  that  required  for  Improvement 
Grant  purposes. 
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DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 


Year 

No.  of 
Grants 
Appro- 
ved 

Owner 

Occu- 

pied 

Tenan- 

ted 

Estimated  Cost 
of  all  Works 

Estimated  Cost 
of  Approved 
Works 

Total 

Maximum 

Grant 

Approved 

Total  Grant 
Paid 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1954 

3 

3 

— 

746 

0 

2 

596 

9 

2 

297 

5 

0 

— 

_ 

_ 

1955 

27 

17 

10 

14,092 

13 

6 

1 1,857 

12 

4 

5,857 

7 

3 

1,042 

5 

10 

1956 

21 

16 

5 

14,449 

7 

1 1 

10,868 

7 

10 

5,217 

7 

3 

5,481 

2 

8 

1957 

12 

9 

3 

7,657 

3 

2 

6,109 

3 

10 

2,712 

10 

0 

6,094 

17 

8 

1958 

15 

9 

6 

12,060 

17 

9 

8,309 

5 

5 

4,145 

0 

0 

4,010 

2 

1 

1959 

34 

25 

9 

21,500 

4 

5 

16,653 

17 

2 

8,233 

0 

0 

4,335 

0 

0 

1960 

27 

21 

6 

14,008 

12 

4 

11,151 

9 

6 

5,561 

0 

0 

7,290 

0 

0 

Totals 

139 

100 

39 

£84,514 

19 

3 

£65,546 

5 

3 

£32,023 

9 

6 

£28,253 

8 

3 

STANDARD  GRANTS 


Year 

No.  of 
Grants 
Approved 

Owner 

Occupied 

Tenanted 

Total  Maxi- 
mum Grant 
Approved 

Actual  Cost 
of  Approved 
Works 

Total  Grant 
Paid 

1959 

9 

5 

4 

£ s.  d. 
950  0 0 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

1960 

10 

9 

1 

655  0 0 

2,118  3 4 

993  0 0 

Totals 

19 

14 

5 

£1,605  0 0 

£2,118  3 4 

£993  0 0 

FACTORIES 

1 . Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

12 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

69 

40 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out  - workers’ 
premises) 

Totals 

81 

48 

- 

- 

26 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 

No.  of 

were 

found 

cases  in 

which 

Particulars 

Referred 

prosecu- 

ToH.M. 

By  H.M. 

tions 

Found 

Reme- 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

were 

died 

tor 

(or 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

4 

- 

2 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

5 

- 

3 

- 

OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers in 
August 
list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel : 
Making,  etc.  . . 

6 

Cleaning  and 
Washing 

- 

- 

- 

Sections  15-44  Nil. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  ADEQUATE  MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE 

The  custom  of  endorsing  Certificates  of  Adequate  Means  of  Escape  in 
Case  of  Fire  every  year  was  discontinued,  in  view  of  the  pending  transference 
of  the  responsibility  for  such  certification  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Fire 
Authority. 
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THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

One  upholsterer  is  registered  under  the  above  Act. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district, 
and  the  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949/60. 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Basement  Bakehouse  . . . . . . . . 1 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Grocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Greengrocers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Fishmongers  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Bakers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Food  Kiosks  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Canteens  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Hotels  and  Restaurant  Kitchens  . . . . . . 21 

PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

ACT,  1955 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream : — 

Number  of  Premises 

Grocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Fishmonger  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Baker  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

56 

Total  number  of  Inspections  . . . . . . 81 

Preparation  of  Sausages: — 

Number  of  Number  of 
Premises  Inspections 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . 15  . . Ill 

Preservation  of  Food  (by  cooking):— 

Grocers  . . . . . . . . 4 . . 14 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 3 . . 31 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . 2 . . 24 

9 ..  69 
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PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDEPv  THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
(GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Ail  butchers  and  fishmongers  were  sent  copies  of  the  Codes  of  Practice 
relating  to  Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Meat  Trade  and  Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Fish 
Trade  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

These  Codes  of  Practice  do  not  have  the  force  of  law  and,  in  my  opinion, 
arc  likely  mainly  to  serve  as  a reference — routine  inspection  backed  by  adequate 
legislation  will  always  be  the  principle  means  of  securing  a good  standard  of 
hygiene  in  the  food  trade. 

On  two  occasions  cakes  which  had  been  purchased  locally  and  upon  cutting 
found  to  be  mouldy  were  brought  to  my  office.  In  each  instance  it  was  admitted 
that  by  an  oversight  old  cakes  had  been  sold  and,  in  extenuation,  the  point 
was  made  that  the  cakes  showed  no  signs  of  staleness  or  moulds  before  cutting. 

In  each  case  the  retailer  was  severely  cautioned. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 

The  following  repairs,  improvements,  etc.,  to  food  premises  were  carried 


out: — 

Sanitary  conveniences  cleansed  and  repaired  . . . . . . 3 

Wash  basins  and  water  heaters  repaired . . . . . . . . 4 

Walls,  floors  and  ceilings  repaired  . . . . . . . . 5 

Walls,  floors  and  ceilings  cleansed  and  redecorated  . . . . 18 

Refrigerated  display  counters  provided  . . . . . . . . 2 

Protection  of  food  from  risk  of  contamination  . . . . . . 11 


CONDEMNED  FOOD 

Condemned  foods  are  disposed  of  by  burying  in  the  refuse  tip  and  during 
the  year  there  were  47  condemnations  of  food  involving: — 

Fish  318  lbs.  Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables  114  lbs. 

Shellfish  87  lbs.  Potatoes  10  cwt. 

Meat  1 30  lbs. 

Tinned  meat  77  lbs. 


MILK  SUPPLY 


The  following  registrations  were  operative  during  1960 


Dairies 

Distributors 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 
Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  . . 


2 

19 

13 

14 
6 


Milk  is  produced  at  eight  farms  in  the  district,  from  one  of  which  milk 
is  sold  by  retail. 
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MILK  SAMPLING 


Bacteriological 


Type  of  Milk 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

45 

_ 

45 

— 





T.T.  Pasteurised 

72 

2 

74 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.  Farm  Bottled  . . 

37 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

Totals 

154 

4 

119 

- 

7 

Biological 

Eighty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  test  and  all  were 
free  from  tubercle  bacilli,  but  Brucella  abortus  was  isolated  in  two  samples 
sent  from  farms  in  an  adjoining  district  to  a pasteurising  establishment  in  this 
district.  Milk  sent  to  pasteurising  plants  was  sampled  twice  during  the  year 
and  milk  sold  raw  three  times  during  the  same  period,  and  where  necessary 
the  results  are  communicated  to  other  authorities. 

Since  1946,  822  samples  of  milk  have  been  submitted  for  biological  exam- 
ination and  all  have  been  reported  as  negative  for  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

ICE-CREAM 

There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  in  this 
district.  Fifty-six  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  all  being 
restricted  to  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream. 

Ice-Cream  Sampling 

Eighty-two  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year,  71  were 
grade  1 and  1 1 were  grade  2. 

917  samples  of  ice-cream  have  been  taken  since  1949,  of  which  589  were 
grade  1,  273  grade  2,  49  grade  3 and  6 grade  4.  Since  1956  there  have  been 
no  samples  in  grades  3 and  4. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

There  were  194  complaints  of  rat  or  mouse  infestation  during  the  year, 
compared  with  185  in  1959  and  162  in  1958.  As  a result,  work -was  done  at 
311  premises,  all  with  minor  infestations,  as  against  286  in  1959.  A total  of 
206  dead  rats  was  found  during  the  year.  In  addition  7,654  premises  in  the 
district  were  subjected  to  a routine  survey. 

The  annual  maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s  foul  sewers  was  carried 
out  in  June,  poison  takes  at  3 manholes  being  recorded.  Infested  manholes 
were  treated  until  clear. 
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DISINFESTATIONS 


The  public  seek  the  assistance  of  the  Health  Department  in  dealing  with 
infestations  of  all  kinds  and  where  possible  this  is  given.  Wasps  are  dealt 
with  either  by  liquid  insecticide  or  Cymag  and  when  practicable  the  nests 
are  removed.  The  operator  is  allowed  to  use  his  discretion  as  to  whether  or 
not  he  can  safely  deal  with  wasps’  nests  and  if  there  is  obvious  risk  he  may 
decline  to  do  so.  A charge  is  made  to  cover  the  cost  of  this  work. 

Number  of  infestations  dealt  with: — 


Wasps  . . . . . . 71 

Carpet  beetles  . . . . I 

Flies  . . . . . . 5 

Ants  . . . . . . 4 

Cockroaches  . . . . 2 

Bees  . . . . . . 3 

Fleas  . . . . . . 1 

Bats  . . . . . . 1 
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DISINFECTIONS 

Two  premises  were  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Two  shops  are  registered  under  the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of  pet  animals 
and  during  the  year  18  visits  were  made  to  them. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Although  nearly  all  the  shops  in  the  area  are  visited  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  for  some  especial  purposes,  77  inspections  under  the  above  Act 
were  made  to  ensure  compliance  with  those  sections  requiring  maintenance  of 
reasonable  temperatures,  lighting,  ventilation,  sanitary  accommodation,  etc., 
and  conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  good. 

AGRICULTURE  (HEALTH,  SAFETY  AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS) 

ACT,  1956 

All  the  farms  in  the  district  are  adequately  provided  with  sanitary  accom- 
modation, etc.,  at  a point  convenient  to  the  employees.  During  the  year 
27  visits  were  made  to  agricultural  premises. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 
Section  3 

The  above  section  states,  among  other  things,  that  no  furnace  shall  be 
installed  unless  it  is  so  far  as  is  practicable  capable  of  being  operated  con- 
tinuously without  emitting  smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  a type  for  which  the 
furnace  was  designed. 

Applications  concerning  the  installation  of  four  furnaces  at  three  premises 
were  approved. 
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